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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which student 
editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold: to serve Central 
Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students who are seeking a 
career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable information 
to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and 
problems facing the community at large, and to be the best source for information, education and 
entertainment news. As a training program, the Observer is the practical application of the theories 
and principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is vital 
to the decision making of the community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, 
values, and skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 
or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Dyslexic DJ mixes it up at The ‘Burg
BY ALEA THORNE
Staff Reporter
There is a new DJ in the ‘Burg. Sam 
Maupin, known as “Hands the Dyslexic 
DJ,” is a junior majoring in broadcast 
journalism. On a regular day, Maupin can 
be seen signing to his deaf  girlfriend.
“That’s where I got the name from,” 
Maupin said. “I’m always trying to use 
sign language in order to include her in 
the conversation.”
The rest of  his DJ name has a more 
personal meaning to him. Maupin is dys-
lexic, which means he has trouble reading, 
dysgraphic, which means he has trouble 
writing, and dyscalculic, which means he 
has trouble with math.
Still, these learning disabilities don’t 
stop Maupin from succeeding.
At age 14, Maupin fi nally learned to 
read. Before he learned to read, letters and 
words had no meaning for him. Instead, 
Maupin learned words through talking.
“It’s interesting because with a learning 
disability your brain is wired differently,” 
Maupin said. “Letters and words were just 
there.” 
It took doctors six years to diagnose 
Maupin with his disabilities. Each time he 
was tested, the results would be different. 
Finally, with neurological testing, doctors 
were able to determine that Maupin was 
dyslexic.
For Maupin, attending college was dif-
fi cult at times. He fi rst attended a commu-
nity college for four years and then trans-
ferred to Central. 
“I have to learn things over and over 
again or else I’m probably going to space 
and forget it,” Maupin said.
Maupin tries to read as little as possible 
because of  how long it takes him. Instead 
Maupin uses the Center for Disability Ser-
vices to get audio books as often as possi-
ble. Maupin still buys textbooks so he can 
follow along with the audio.
“There are times I just wanna open the 
window and toss it [the textbook] out,” 
Maupin said.
His strategy for learning in school is 
the same strategy he uses for his show. He 
looks at which CDs are playing by the pic-
tures on the CD covers instead of  reading 
the words to know who the artist is. 
“I’m always looking at the CD track. 
If  I accidentally look at the wrong thing 
I can play the wrong song,” Maupin said. 
“It’s a lot of  playing by ear.”
Maupin uses a 360 voice machine that 
reads the script on air to him during the 
show. Maupin attempts to verbalize mate-
rial multiple times before it plays on air.
“We are using in-the-studio recording 
technology that allows him to record with-
out going over the air until he touches the 
button,” said Chris Hull general manager 
of  88.1 The ‘Burg. 
Maupin said there’s still a lot of  pres-
sure to make sure he does not mess up 
during the show. 
“If  you mess up, it’s bad,” Maupin said. 
“You cannot afford to misquote people or 
say false facts.” 
Maupin has wanted to be a DJ since 
he was 13. In high school, he was a DJ 
for Christian music. Now, he’s fi nally get-
ting his dream of  being a spin master of  
grunge music. Maupin is not sure if  he will 
stick with being a DJ as a career choice. 
Maupin said he has received a lot of  
support from his fellow staffers at the The 
‘Burg.
“Sam is going to be a great addition, 
said Jessica Castaneda, broadcast techni-
cian II. “We’re excited to have him.” 
Maupin’s new show, featuring North-
west grunge music, is every Tuesday night 
from 10 p.m. to midnight. 
BY CHASE PACKMAN
Staff Reporter
The Center for Disability Services 
(CDS) on campus offers a wide selection 
of  accommodations for students with 
physical and learning disabilities. 
Any student who has a disability can 
register to receive accommodations. A dis-
ability is different than a medical condi-
tion according to Ian Campbell, assistant 
director at the CDS. 
“A disability is defi ned as a medical 
condition that substantially limits some-
one in a major life activity” Campbell 
said. “We all have medical conditions, but 
when those become substantial enough 
they can become a disability.”
Jacy Garner, junior nutrition major, 
helps students with disabilities register to 
receive accommodations.
“The fi rst step which I help students 
with is to register with a request-for-servic-
es form and start a fi le for the student,” 
Garner said. 
“We then ask for documentation from 
their doctor with the diagnosis of  their dis-
ability.”
Campbell said the accommodation 
process is individualized. “Someone who 
is blind is going to need completely differ-
ent accommodations than someone with 
ADD or a learning disability,” he said.
Someone who is physically handi-
capped and in a wheelchair, for example, 
can receive prior-
ity snow removal. A 
path is cleared from 
a handicapped stu-
dent’s dorm to their 
classes.
Another accom-
modation is speech 
recognition soft-
ware available for 
someone who is un-
able to type. 
“When people think of  disabilities, 
they think blind or deaf, but actually our 
number one disability here on campus is 
ADD/ADHD followed by learning dis-
abilities and then psychiatric disabilities,” 
Campbell said. 
Some accommodations that help peo-
ple with ADD/ADHD or learning disabil-
ities are early registration, having a note 
taker in class, audio recordings of  lectures, 
extra time on tests or in-class assignments, 
and even early notifi cation of  assignments.
“The early registration of  classes is re-
ally helpful for many different disabilities,” 
Campbell said.
 “If  someone is really depressed and 
has a hard time getting out of  bed in the 
morning, being 
able to take classes 
later in the day is 
really nice.”
Te c h n o l o g y 
plays a big role in 
helping students 
with disabilities. 
Electronic text-
books are available 
to students who are 
blind or have learn-
ing disabilities. 
Screen reading makes the whole text-
book available to an individual by making 
it completely audible, including menu op-
tions to select certain chapters. 
Text-to-speech software allows people 
with learning disabilities to select which 
paragraphs of  the textbook they want 
read out loud.
“If  a book isn’t available in braille or 
having screen reading or literary software, 
then we will translate it ourselves here on 
campus for the student,” said Pam Wilson, 
associate director at the CDS. “A math 
book, for example, can take as long as 
three months, while a novel can take just 
a couple hours.”
Other schools send books to Central 
to be translated, which is a way the CDS 
earns money, Wilson said. 
“We even translate the Washington 
State voters pamphlet,” Wilson said. 
Central Washington University has the 
highest number of  students with disabili-
ties per capita in the state, with about fi ve 
to six percent. 
“We have been offering accommoda-
tions for disabled people longer than most 
schools in the state,” Campbell said.
 “It really seems to be part of  the CWU 
culture. The professors here are really un-
derstanding, and to me that’s as important 
for a learning disability as a ramp is for a 
physical disability.”
CDS o ers a lifeline to students
A disability is defined as 
a medical condition that sub-
stantially limits one in a ma-
jor life activity. “ “
-IAN CAMPBELL
CDS Assistant Director
EQUIPPED  DJs frequently use a variety of devices such as an MPC controller to help them get the best quality sound possible. 
NICK SNYDER/OBSERVER
For more stories about disability services 
and students with disabilities, see page 5 
in News and page 10 in Scene.
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§  A driver was reportedly driving 
at erratic speeds and fl ashing their 
lights on the freeway.
§ A man was reportedly yelling for 
an unknown reason but caller sus-
pected the man was watching a sports 
game.
§  A person called to say a man 
slept in his barn the night before.
§ A man was saw jumping up and 
down in his white Impala while it was 
parked in the middle of  a parking lot.
§ A person reported there 
was a lot of  mud on the roadway.
§ A person called to 
report their iPhone was stolen from a 
party. 
§A person reported a 50 year-old 
man  was yelling and throwing chairs. 
§A person reported a man was 
spray painting rocks on the side of  the 
roadway.
§  A woman called to request extra 
patrols near her home. She said her 
neighbor is suspicious and possibly on 
drugs, because she has tattoos and is 
very skinny.
§  A man reported receiving harass-
ing text messages about his girlfriend 
from a person he already has a re-
straining order against.
§ A person called to report a wom-
an was being aggressive. The woman 
was upset because the offi ce would 
not refi ll her Xanex.
§  A person reported a vehicle was 
sitting in front of  their home. A wom-
an was in the passenger seat with bin-
oculars and a camera.
§  A person reported a woman was 
trying to start a fi re outside of  her car.
§  A person reported their room-
mate was smoking marijuana in their 
residence. The person has previously 
asked roommate to stop smoking in 
the house.
§  A man reported that someone 
was throwing oranges and bagels out 
of  a window in the hall. The items hit 
the man’s car and two of  his friends as 
he was picking them up.
§  A woman reported that she hit 
the Jersy barrier and wasn’t sure if  she 
was injured.
§ A person reported they found a 
baby bottle with money in it.
§ A person reported that a dog was 
howling for the past several days. 
§ A person reported that several in-
toxicated people were arguing.
§ A person reported seeing a man 
go into a building possibly the Pita Pit 
and came running out with a bag of  
money.
§ A person reported someone was 
calling from an unknown number 
and not talking, just breathing on the 
phone.
§ A person reported that someone 
tried to steal their garbage can.
§ A person reported that a man 
who came over and harassed her 
friend, just called and said he was 
coming back over.
§  A woman reported she was afraid 
to go home because a man was hang-
ing out in front of  her apartment.
§  A man reported his roommates 
left their dogs tied up in the room. He 
said the dogs are barking non-stop 
and he can’t sleep.
§ A person reported seeing a man 
lying on the ground without any 
shoes.
BY JAYNA SMITH
Assistant News Editor
This school year’s incoming fresh-
men represented the most diverse 
freshmen class in Central’s history. 
A club on campus, Extraordinary 
Men Pursuing In-
tellectual Readiness 
through Education 
(E.M.P.I.R.E) is work-
ing to make sure next 
year’s freshmen will 
represent even more 
diversity. 
Andre Dickerson, 
a Central alum who 
now works for Cen-
tral’s admissions, in-
vited E.M.P.I.R.E to join admissions in 
a recruitment effort which took place at 
Rainier Beach High School in Seattle. 
According to the Seattle Public 
School Report last updated in March 
of  2011, Rainier Beach’s ethnicity 
demographics are 57 percent African 
American, 18 percent Asian, 13 per-
cent Chicano/Latino and nine percent 
White/Caucasian. 
When E.M.P.I.R.E was invited to 
the college fair, club president Saeed 
Mohamed knew the club needed to 
participate. 
His goal was to show students from 
diverse backgrounds they can attend 
college as well.
“If  I can do it, any young brother 
coming from anywhere can do it,” Mo-
hamed said.
More than 200 high school students 
attended the event, and Central alone 
got over 60 students to sign up for more 
information regarding admission. Ac-
cording to Dickerson, that is almost 
double the average amount of  signa-
tures admissions gets at recruitment 
fairs. 
“For me personally, it was a way to 
show people who were under repre-
sented that Central is 
the key,” Mohamed 
said.
E.M.P.I.R.E start-
ed in 2010 from a 
focus group Keith 
Champagne and 
Adam Hazlip began 
along with Anthony 
Peterson and Dicker-
son. The pillars the 
club is built on are 
scholarship, mentorship and service. 
With over 50 members and about 20 
active members, male and female, 
E.M.P.I.R.E looks to expand and de-
velop a presence outside of  Central.
E.M.P.I.R.E has helped students 
who weren’t taking high school seri-
ously and needed to become more re-
sponsible about their education transi-
tioning into college. 
Delshawn Staten, a freshman exer-
cise science major, met Dickerson and 
Mohamed at a college fair at Seattle 
University and they recruited him to 
come to Central.
“E.M.P.I.R.E gave me a second 
chance because I was messing up back 
home,” Staten said. “It gives students 
who are serious about succeeding op-
portunities and connections.”
He said being a part of  E.M.P.I.R.E 
showed him people of  all backgrounds 
getting college degrees and paving the 
way for other students from various 
walks of  life to do the same. 
“Our goal is to build global lead-
ers,” Mohamed said.
James Siu Jr., sophomore aviation 
major at Central, attended Rainier 
Beach High School but graduated from 
Garfi eld High School. 
Hailing from Nicaragua, he has 
lived in the U.S. since 2007 but didn’t 
become fl uent in English until about 
three years later. 
He was always active in high school, 
and joined E.M.P.I.R.E because he 
liked what it stood for.
“E.M.P.I.R.E is helping us get the 
best out of  college,” Siu said.
E.M.P.I.R.E is working to expand 
and offer scholarships for students. 
Other schools contacted E.M.P.I.R.E 
and made donations.
“I think we are expanding now and 
will keep expanding to other schools,” 
Siu said.
E.M.P.I.R.E state of mind
RECRUITING  President of E.M.P.I.R.E Saeed Mohamed talks to prospective stu-
dents as they sign up for information about attending Central after they graduate.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTIANNE BURGONIO
Central club joins admissions in Seattle college recruitment fair
Delshawn Staten James Siu Jr.  Saeed Mohamed
“You have to be true to 
yourself and your culture.”
“I see myself as a positive person. Negative 
things are not seen as an option.”
“I challenge myself and 
I’m proud of myself.”
E.M.P.I.R.E 
Meetings
6 p.m. Thursday
SURC Room 301
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Disabled students seek campus improvements
BY MATT THOMPSON
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University does 
what it can to accommodate the needs of  
those with disabilities, but some students 
still see areas where the school can im-
prove.
“Last year, they were extremely slow at 
removing snow from pathways to the point 
where I physically couldn’t make it to class 
for a couple days,” said Dustin Waddle-
Ford, senior political science major.
Waddle-Ford, who has a physical dis-
ability which leaves him wheelchair 
bound, struggled last year just to make it 
from Hitchcock to the SURC. 
Even when snow had been cleared 
away from campus, allowing Waddle-Ford 
to travel freely, he still could not reach the 
psychology building. 
City snowplows, which had been work-
ing to free the roadways for traffi c, had 
unintentionally packed snow in the curb 
ramps that individuals in wheelchairs de-
pend on to access sidewalks.
A major player in making Central a 
more accessible and welcoming place for 
those with physical restrictions is the Cen-
ter for Disability Services. 
Not only does the CDS look at the 
needs of  an individual but they also ad-
vise the university planners on more user-
friendly designs, such as braille and ramps. 
“We do sit in at accessibility meetings 
with the architects for new construction,” 
said Ian Campbell, assistant director of  
the Center for Disability Services. “We 
have been doing that in one capacity or 
another for years.”
With over 500 students registered at the 
CDS, the bulk of  the  center’s responsibil-
ity is meeting the needs of  the individual 
rather than fi nding a one-size-fi ts-all solu-
tion. 
“We fi nd out how to allow the student 
to demonstrate their knowledge of  the 
curriculum,” Campbell said, “while at 
the same time granting access to a student 
with a disability.”
Although the CDS does a lot of  work 
to improve the equality of  access among 
students, there are still some places where 
students believe improvements could be 
made.
Maddy Rannow, senior clinical physi-
ology, is visually impaired and has a prob-
lem with the recent switch to Mac com-
puters in the library. 
Individuals who suffer from blindness 
use keyboard commands on computers to 
navigate the virtual world. 
Macs have different keyboards than the 
more common PC, meaning Rannow will 
need to familiarize herself  with complete-
ly new commands to use these devices. 
Even after she gains access, another 
problem arises.
“When you actually get to print some-
thing it goes to this big table with all these 
papers,” Rannow said. “I can’t fi nd my 
stuff.”
Although most buildings on campus 
have both ramps and elevators to allow 
access to those with physical disabilities, 
some still do not have adequate or accu-
rate braille. 
Braille is a system of  writing to al-
low those with visual impairments to feel 
words. 
“Signage is always a little bit of  an is-
sue,” Campbell said. “But we advocate for 
braille signage on a fairly regular basis.”
Due to the constant changes made to 
programs and the locations of  depart-
ments on campus, braille is a hard prob-
lem for the university to tackle, he said. 
Although the university still has room 
for improving its accessibility, Waddle-
Ford reminds us that there is a uniquely 
tolerant environment here on campus.
“People are nice and kind,” Waddle-
Ford said. “Everyone holds doors when 
I need it. If  I’m going up a hill a lot of  
people ask me if  I need a push. It’s a really 
friendly community around here.”
CWU club trains puppies to be guides for the blind
BY CHASE PACKMAN
Staff Reporter
The Ellensburg Puppy Praisers Club, 
which is affi liated with Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, meets every week here on campus. 
The club’s goal is to raise puppies until 
they are ready for professional training 
to become guide dogs and also be a sup-
port base for people in Ellensburg who are 
blind and use guide dogs.
“There are two main campuses in Or-
egon and California where the puppies 
are sent from and then little clubs similar 
to ours throughout six western states and 
Texas” said Shaila Sheely, the club’s leader 
and a junior majoring in exercise science. 
The puppies are about 8 weeks old 
and are fostered until they are 14 to15 
months old, when they are sent back to 
Oregon or California for evaluation and 
advanced training. “The basic training we 
do with them basically consists of  house 
manners, how to behave in public, intro-
ducing them to people, objects and places 
like restaurants or the dorms,” said Shelby 
Gernhart, a junior  law and justice major. 
“They are also starting to recognize routes 
like housing to campus.”
Guide dogs are trained to know where 
the nearest elevator, door, stairs, or seat 
on the bus is, according to Sheely. Guide 
Dogs for the Blind provides dogs as a free 
service to people who are blind.
“With a cane, all you can see is what’s 
on the ground” Sheely said. “A guide dog, 
however, can see above you and won’t 
walk where there is a branch that could hit 
you, for example.”
The club has been around for 10 years 
and consists of  10 members, two of  which 
are guide-dog users.
“We are always looking for new peo-
ple,” said Yesenia Escoto, a junior sociol-
ogy major. There is an information meet-
ing for Puppy Praisers on Wednesday Jan. 
9 at 7 p.m. upstairs in the SURC.
Full labs, Golden Retrievers, or a cross 
of  the two are the breeds most used as 
guide dogs. Jerry is a 10-month-old black 
lab being co-raised by Escoto and Gern-
hart. Members since January, this is the 
fi rst dog they are raising. Sheely has raised 
three dogs, and is currently raising Pesto, 
a 6-month-old yellow lab. 
“Once you join the club you learn the 
basic function of  the guide dogs, then get 
the puppy manual, which is basically your 
go-to guide for the raising process,” Gern-
hart said. “It tells you everything you need 
to know for if  a dog gets sick, or for brush-
ing its teeth, clipping its nails, and stuff  
like that.”
Once members receive training and 
approval by the club leader, then they are 
ready to raise a dog full time. 
“My job is to train potential raisers, 
give them weekly quizzes on the guide 
book and even do a home inspection to 
make sure it’s a fi t environment for the 
dog” Sheely said. “I eventually will assign 
them an older dog for a couple days to pup 
sit, which is basically like the fi nal test.”
Once the dogs are fostered and sent 
back to Oregon or California, there is a 
puppy graduation.
“The puppy graduation an emotional 
experience but also really rewarding,” 
Sheely said. “I’ve done this with three 
dogs and cried every time.”
BRAILLE Visually impaired students troubleshoot the braille signs in some buildings.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER
Faculty union preps to bargain new contract
BY MATT THOMPSON
Staff Reporter
With the 2009 collective bargaining 
agreement set to expire in the summer 
of  2013, members of  the United Faculty 
of  Central are brainstorming what they’d 
like to get out of  a new contract. 
“We are not poor, we are not begging,” 
Holly Pinkart, UFC vice president, said. 
“It’s time to appreciate our faculty. We 
need to retain the valuable people we have 
and be able to recruit folks.”
UFC held a meeting Nov. 14 with guest 
speaker Bill Lyne, president of  the Unit-
ed Faculty of  Washington State and an 
English professor at Western Washington 
University. He explained how Western’s 
chapter gained salary increases and raises 
based on post-tenure reviews. 
“Everything that we did in this con-
tract, we think, makes the quality of  the 
education that our students receive and 
the conditions under which they receive 
that education better,” Lyne said. 
During the previous full-contract ne-
gotiation in 2009, UFC succeeded in 
instituting processes for reporting griev-
ances, setting workloads, and determining 
tenure-track promotions. This year, they 
hope to use UFWW’s 2012 contract as a 
template. 
“Obviously sala-
ry is a big issue right 
now; we haven’t 
seen a raise in four 
years,” Bob Hickey, 
UFC president, 
said. “We’re paid 
below our peers. 
It makes it hard to 
retain and recruit 
good faculty, which 
has an impact on 
the students.”
The starting salary for newly hired in-
structors at Central is based on the faculty 
salary survey produced by the College and 
University Professional Association for 
Human Resources. However, compression 
becomes an issue when new instructors 
are hired at progressively higher salaries 
while experienced professors do not re-
ceive comparable pay increases. 
“We’ve got cases on campus where 
newly hired assistant professors are mak-
ing more than full professors that have 
been here since dirt,” Hickey said.
In the new con-
tract, UFC hopes 
to address com-
pression much like 
Western has. A for-
mula has been de-
signed to look at an 
instructor’s rank, 
discipline, and 
years of  service, 
then compare their 
salary with their 
counterparts from 
peer institutions.
Another hot topic for UFC members is 
the post-tenure review process. Every fi ve 
years, tenured professors must compile a 
report on whether they have satisfi ed uni-
versity and departmental standards. Most 
believe that tying money to satisfactory 
post-tenure reviews could make the pro-
cess more meaningful.
“I’m a full professor and I’m going 
through my second post-tenure review, 10 
years, and my last raise was $500,” Steven 
Hackenberger, professor of  anthropology, 
said. “And the president’s was half  a mil-
lion.”
In the previous agreement, both sides 
agreed that the post-tenure review proce-
dure needed restructuring, but they failed 
to solidify the changes needed. 
Bargaining between the university and 
its faculty is done on a local level. Holly 
Pinkart will bring together a team repre-
senting UFC, while a team assembled by 
James Busalacchi, director for faculty and 
labor relations, will negotiate the adminis-
tration side. 
“I sort of  keep everything in mind,” 
Busalacchi said. “I’m thinking of  what’s 
best for the faculty and then what’s best for 
the administration, so I take that all into 
consideration.”
Negotiations are set to begin in Febru-
ary and will go into effect next August.
I’m a full professor...and 
my last raise was $500. 
And the president’s was 
half a million.“ “
-STEVEN  HACKENBERGER
Professor of anthropology
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The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers 
on current issues. Please include your full name and university 
affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or staff position 
and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue, please 
e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. 
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit for style and 
length. All letters become property of The Observer. Anonymous 
letters will not be considered.
Dear Readers,
Being Jewish is on a whole other level. 
I feel like no one quite realizes the 
difficulties I, and other young Jews, go 
through, around the holidays. 
Many of  these feelings stem from 
the desire to just be a normal kid, with 
a Christmas tree in front of  the window 
and mistletoe over my door. 
I used to think the reason my house 
didn’t have a 
fireplace and 
chimney was 
because we 
celebrated Ha-
nukkah, and 
Santa Claus 
didn’t come to 
our house.  
I had to 
deal with a 
menorah and 
latkes with ap-
plesauce growing up. Not that this was at 
all a problem, but let me just say, it wasn’t 
easy being the only one in my childhood 
neighborhood 
with eight days 
of  presents.
 I’ll just stop 
you right there. 
Eight days of  
presents sounds 
amazing, but 
you don’t know 
the start of  it. 
For the first two 
days, life is great; 
getting awesome 
presents like a boss—then things start 
to change. On the third night, I start 
receiving things like Butterfinger candy 
bars. 
Fast-forward three days and I’m get-
ting two pairs of  socks—that I already 
own. 
My parents would always say: “We 
are leaving the best for last,” which was 
never the question, of  course they were, 
but in the mean time, let’s kick it up a 
notch.
Something happened to me this past 
week that has definitely happened be-
fore, but it still stings just the same. 
I posted a lovely holiday photo on my 
Instagram to share with my loved ones. 
Just moments later, my phone went 
off  with a text from one of  my best 
friends, Pam, who lives in Seattle. The 
text read something like, “You don’t cel-
ebrate Christmas.” 
Whoa, shots fired. This is something 
every Jewish boy and girl has to go 
through, which is the terrible feeling of  
being shot down for having Christmas 
spirit. I mean, so what if  I happen to 
love green and red put together, and I 
have a certain soft spot in my heart for 
the smell of  fresh ham on Christmas 
morning—that doesn’t mean I believe 
Jesus is the messiah or anything. 
All too often I’m sitting there as ev-
eryone talks about their favorite Christ-
mas experiences and traditions, and sure 
enough, someone looks at me and says 
something along the lines of  “Well I 
won’t ask you.”
I loved Santa Claus growing up. I 
had a Santa hat and was not afraid to 
wear it—even if  it wasn’t December. But 
whenever people saw me in the hat, they 
asked me why I was wearing it. How 
dare you! 
On a melodic note, I love Christmas 
music. Most people do, I believe, but 
some of  that stuff  is weird if  you listen 
to the lyrics. Most of  them appear to be 
religious, which is cool, but sometimes 
weird. 
Jewish songs are pretty upbeat, and 
normally don’t contain any more con-
tent then a how-to on making a clay 
dreidel—which is helpful to people of  
all religions, if  you ask me. 
I hope everyone has a great winter 
break, and a great Christmas. Christ-
mas  for Jewish people is full of  air con-
ditioned movie theaters, family bonding 
and beef  and broccoli. 
Chinese restaurants seem to be the 
only ones open on Dec. 25, so instead of  
ham and mashed potatoes, I get to eat 
Mongolian beef  and dumplings. 
Sure, Christmas trees are beautiful, 
but does it illuminate for eight nights? 
Well yeah, I guess lights on the tree are 
up for about a month, but you get my 
point. 
It’s hard to not get sucked into the 
Christmas spirit, with all the commer-
cials, music, movies and more. 
So to all you Christmas celebraters, 
if  your Jewish friend is humming “Jingle 
Bells,” or wears a Santa hat, let them be. 
We won’t get mad if  we see you spinning 
a dreidel. 
BY connor vanderweYst 
Sports Editor
I have figured out I have serious sep-
aration anxiety. This past summer I had 
to move out of  the apartment I lived in 
for three years and spend my last quar-
ter living in the dorms. 
Even though I haven’t been a resi-
dent of  The Grove 7204 since June, I 
still catch myself  referring to Bryan and 
Drew as my roommates on several oc-
casions. 
I don’t mess with change, but I am 
about to go through one of  the most 
drastic changes in a person’s life: the 
transition from going to college to living 
in the real world and being an adult.
At the time this opinion is published 
I will have five days left in my college 
career. When I first arrived at Central I 
wasn’t sure it was the right place for me. 
Eventually, I found a great group of  
friends and realized I made the best de-
cision of  my life. For my English degree 
I had to take a practicum course and the 
choices were writing for The Observer, 
working in the Writing Center or work-
ing on Manastash. 
Being a sports junkie, I decided 
to work for The Observer. Little did I 
know, being a part of  the Observer edi-
torial staff  would completely change my 
entire outlook on life.
Being a part of  The Observer edito-
rial staff  is like being in the Illuminati. 
The only way out is in a box—or if  you 
graduate. 
Spending my Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday nights, and Wednesday morn-
ings in the newsroom has completely 
warped my mind and turned me into 
the most ratchet version of  myself. 
I would have never thought I would 
listen to so much Tyga in my life, but I 
have learned the majority of  his lyrics 
just by being inside the newsroom for 
countless hours. Thank your editor-in-
chief  for that. 
But on the real, I want to thank 
Danny Schmidt and Weston Morrow 
for teaching me so much about InDe-
sign and Tyga. I learned so much about 
text wrap and doing it for the ratchets 
between winter and spring quarter last 
year.
Before I leave you all, I want to apol-
ogize to everyone I have ever rapped at. 
It’s not my fault I am a lyrical genius 
and come with the hardest bars in the 
newsroom. Plain Jayne Smith knows 
about my lyricism.
I had the opportunity to graduate in 
the spring and take summer classes to 
finish my degree, but I just wasn’t quite 
ready to walk away from my Observer 
fam. So I came back for fall quarter and 
never regretted that decision for a sec-
ond, except for one Thursday in Octo-
ber. But that’s not important. 
The Observer has helped me build 
lifelong friendships and you best believe 
I will be coming back for some func-
tions.
One last shout out: I want to thank 
Alex Sherk for convincing me to apply 
for Assistant Sports Editor at the end of  
fall quarter last year. If  it wasn’t for her 
I wouldn’t have applied for the job and 
probably would have spent last year tak-
ing boring classes and wasting my time 
not listening to ratchet music.
The Observer is a good way to 
fill your portfolio, but the thing is, I 
don’t do it for the clips—I do it for the 
ratchets.
I do it for 
the ratchets
Don’t Jewish you 
could celebrate?
BY Jeanette genson
Assistant Scene Editor
BY dannY schmidt
Editor-in-Chief 
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BY MARGAUX MASSEY
Staff Reporter
The Christmas season 
always brings certain tra-
ditions which warm the 
hearts of  the commu-
nity. This year, the Cen-
tral Washington Dance 
Ensemble, the Central 
Washington University 
Orchesis Dance Com-
pany and the Central 
Theatre Ensemble have 
banded together to bring 
an old tradition back to 
Ellensburg, with three 
performances of  The 
Nutcracker in early De-
cember.
“We’ve been sort of  
trying to get a collabo-
ration going with the 
university ever since I 
arrived,” said Jane Vene-
zia, artistic director of  
the Central Washington 
Dance Ensemble and 
production director of  
The Nutcracker. Venezia 
has been in Ellensburg for 
four years, but aside from 
a collaboration with the 
music department during her fi rst year here, 
this is the fi rst time she has worked with the 
school.  
Before Venezia came to Central, the El-
lensburg Youth Ballet had a yearly tradi-
tion of  performing The Nutcracker and A 
Christmas Carol on alternating years with 
the college. When the Ellensburg Youth Bal-
let disbanded, the performances stopped.
The Central Washington Dance Ensem-
ble used to do all of  their performances in 
the Morgan Middle School auditorium, but 
due to safety issues concerning the age of  the 
auditorium, it closed down last year.
“It was just lucky for us that this was the 
year they wanted to do the collaboration 
again,” Venezia said.  
The biggest difference for Venezia in this 
year’s production, as opposed to the ten other 
productions of  The Nutcracker which she has 
been a part of, is having to stay in touch with 
university personnel. 
“Jane [Venezia] and I have talked before 
about wanting to have The Nutcracker and 
having it be a collaboration,” said Therese 
Young, dance program director for Central 
Washington University. “We used to have The 
Nutcracker every other year and I miss it. It’s 
a great performance and opportunity for our 
students and they work so hard for it.”  
Since the Central Washington University 
Orchesis Dance Company is made up of  col-
lege students and the Central Washington 
Dance Ensemble is mostly younger kids, the 
oldest being 17, the collaboration between 
the two groups defi nitely presents a different 
atmosphere for the older 
dancers.
“It’s like going from 
being hands-on to being 
a spectator,” said Jelani 
Kee, a senior musical 
theater major playing the 
roles of  Arabian, Chi-
nese and big soldier in 
the play. “Orchesis is a 
peer-to-peer atmosphere 
and the Central Washing-
ton Dance Ensemble is 
us sitting back and being 
taught things. It’s almost 
like being in class again.” 
Despite the age dif-
ference, the two groups 
of  dancers don’t have a 
problem interacting with 
each other.  
“Since we’re older, 
we usually dance with 
just us,” said Krista Be-
hling, junior elementary 
education major playing 
a dew drop and a snow-
fl ake. “We are only really 
around the younger kids 
when we’re on a break.” 
Kee agreed, but went 
on to talk about how 
even though the other 
performers were children, they were profes-
sional.
“They know exactly what they are sup-
posed to be doing and they do it,” Kee said. 
BY JOE COLUCCIO
Staff Reporter 
The beginning of  the school 
year is always so promising.  The 
weather is nice, everyone is still 
rocking the remnants of  a sum-
mer tan, and we have some 
money left over from working for 
the past three months.  
Fast forward to the end of  
November. With fi nals week 
closing in, the student body is ir-
ritated and tired because of  the 
workload from their classes, and, 
to top it all off, holiday shopping 
is right around the quarter. 
Luckily, there are some com-
panies out there who appear to 
have the poor college student in 
mind.  
“Defi nitely hit up Amazon 
for deals on anything,” said Julio 
Holsten, junior aviation manage-
ment major. “Amazon Prime, if  
you don’t have that, for students 
it’s free shipping, so that saves a 
couple bucks there.”  
Around the holiday season, 
companies offer ridiculously low 
prices on their products. The 
most notable online holiday shop-
ping deals take place on “Cyber 
Monday,” the Monday following 
the infamous “Black Friday.”
Websites like woot.com and 
dogfunk.com are excellent ex-
amples of  sites offering a wide va-
riety of  products at only half  the 
retail price.  
Groupon.com is a website 
with a huge selection of  great gift 
ideas.  At the site, shoppers are 
presented with a number of  deals 
for everything from event tickets 
to coupons for massages to dis-
counts on family portraits.  The 
site also offers great deals for up to 
99 percent off  the suggested retail 
value.  With deals like this, and a 
credit given out in exchange for 
referrals, it would be unwise not 
to visit this site.
But even with all the deals, 
buying gifts for all of  your fam-
ily and friends can get expensive. 
One way to combat this harsh re-
ality is to put in a little time and 
diligence.  
“Don’t always go for the fi rst 
thing you see, website-wise,” 
Holsten said.  “Always do a little 
research, trying to fi nd the best 
deals.”
eBay has a wide array of  prod-
ucts that offer the possibility of  
one-stop shopping.  
“I buy a lot of  stuff  on eBay 
because you can fi nd a lot of  ob-
scure things there,” said Camille 
Borodey, junior writing specializa-
tion major.  “There are so many 
categories and so many things you 
can randomly buy on eBay.”  
One of  the great things about 
eBay is the ability to make your 
gifts more personalized.  These 
gifts tend to be hugely popular 
amongst recipients and are good 
way to spread a little holiday 
cheer.  
“You can fi nd everything 
from key chains, to movie post-
ers and movies you cannot 
fi nd anywhere,” Borodey said. 
“Things like band t-shirts—I 
got my sister a Morrissey t-shirt 
because that is her favorite sing-
er— stuff  you just cannot fi nd in 
the mall because that stuff  gets a 
little boring.”
Still not helping?  Maybe 
went out to Wing’s a couple 
times more this month than you 
should have?  There are still 
ways around this, but you are 
going to have to get creative. 
“My favorite gift to give is Plant-
ers nuts inside a fancy tin,” said 
Hunter Burke, junior safety and 
health management major.  “It 
is cheap and people do not real-
ize that you only spent fi ve dol-
lars.”  
Brilliant.
The Nutcracker soldiers on
Sleigh 
holiday 
costs
THE CAST  Central’s Orchasis Dance Company, Theater and Dance Ensemble cast 
of the 2013 Nutcracker production.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE VENEZIA
THE NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCES
WHERE: McConnell Auditorium 
WHEN: Dec. 7-8 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 9 at                 
2 p.m.
PRICES: Students- $7 General Admission- $14
Info available at www.seattleperforms.com
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BY DEREK SHUCK
Staff Reporter
During fi nals week at Central, students 
try to cram for upcoming tests in a variety 
of  ways. Some wait until minutes before a 
test to study, making sure the information 
is as fresh as possible. Others spend days 
buried in the Brooks Library Fishbowl, 
not leaving until they have every impor-
tant fact memorized. Still others try a dif-
ferent path, turning to modern psychology 
to boost their brain and ace their fi nals.
T h e 
H u m a n 
C o g n i -
tion Proj-
ect is a 
program 
s p o n -
sored by 
l u m o s -
i t y. c o m 
w h i c h 
helps im-
prove brain activity through the use of  
online puzzles and games.
“I wanted a more construc-
tive way to spend my time,” 
said Nikolai Sheppard, a 
senior communications 
major who partici-
pates in the Human 
Cognition Project. 
“You get to play 
games and im-
prove yourself.”
The program 
works to iden-
tify weak areas 
of  every indi-
vidual’s brain, 
separated into 
fi ve categories: 
speed, attention, 
memory, fl exibility 
and problem solving. 
Once a participant 
understands these cate-
gories, it becomes impor-
tant to rank them, focusing 
on the area which needs the 
most improvement.
“It’s important to strengthen 
areas you need help in,” Sheppard 
said.
Once a participant is aware of  the 
area they want to improve, the project 
narrows down the categories. Several 
of  these narrowed down categories 
benefi t college students studying for 
fi nals, including focusing on the task 
at hand and improving productiv-
ity and precision while working 
at home.
After prioritizing 
these sub-categories 
and entering some 
basic personal 
information, 
the 
Human Cognition Project will develop 
a daily regimen which has 
been statistically proven to 
boost the chosen areas of  
the brain. The site tracks 
your improvement through 
a system known as the 
Brain Performance Index, 
or BPI. The BPI is a numer-
ical value which compares a 
participant to every other 
participant in their respec-
tive age group.
As you participate and 
train your brain through 
games, Lumosity.com will 
keep track of  the results and 
apply them to your BPI. 
The site then estimates how 
your BPI will change over a 
three-month period of  brain 
training for 15 minutes a 
day. Studies have shown 
that a month of  the program’s 
memo-
ry puzzles can provide signifi cant improve-
ment in a 
s u b j e c t ’ s 
ability to 
remember 
important 
facts.
W h i l e 
the site pro-
vides a map 
for three 
months of  
brain train-
ing, activity after the fi rst three days has 
to be paid for. Lumosity offers payment 
plans on a monthly basis, starting at $5.99 
a month.
If  a slow, priced process doesn’t sound 
appealing, some creative students at Cen-
tral have found their own way to prepare 
for diffi cult fi nals, using their own form of  
psychology.
“Brain games are great,” said Maggie 
Caetano, senior family studies major. “I 
sing important things to Backstreet Boys 
songs to remember them.” 
Many students familiar with fi nals 
have learned the value of  psycholo-
gy in studying. Often, when sim-
ply paying attention in class is 
not enough to do well on the 
fi nal, mnemonic devices 
and rituals are what get 
students through the 
trials of  fi nals week.
“Always on the 
fourth fl oor, away 
from everyone else 
where no one 
can bother you, 
that’s my spot,” 
Caetano said. 
For other 
students, proper 
study methods 
depend more 
on timing than 
place.
“Try to 
study as 
soon as 
possible so 
you have 
time to di-
gest the infor-
mation and lower 
your anxiety be-
fore a test,” said 
Alex Walker, senior 
political science ma-
jor.
BY LISA CUMMINS 
Staff Reporter
In observance of  World AIDS Day, 
the Center for Leadership and Commu-
nity Engagement, the Wellness Center, 
and the Center for Diversity and Social 
Justice are hosting the fi lm “We Were 
Here,” in the SURC Theater today at 
4 p.m. The fi lm will be shown to raise 
awareness and to educate the public on 
the impact of  HIV/AIDS in our com-
munity and worldwide. 
“We Were Here” is a historical docu-
mentary which focuses on the experi-
ences of  the gay community in San 
Francisco and worldwide. It depicts is-
sues which arose in the community due 
to AIDS and provides a greater under-
standing of  how people reacted to the 
virus. The fi lm also provides ways to 
cope with the epidemic, as it explains 
what could and still can be done to help 
people get through the emotional trials 
AIDS causes.
This is the fi rst documentary to pub-
licize the impact of  AIDS in San Fran-
cisco. Five individuals who lived in San 
Francisco prior to the outbreak are the 
main focus of  the movie. These individ-
uals share their stories and emphasize 
the importance of  this topic and debate. 
Their lives changed in many ways, and 
their city, known as a very popular place 
to express sexual freedom, had become 
a city crawling with sexually transmitted 
diseases. 
Community activists and health care 
providers also provide input on the neg-
ative effects of  the disease. 
This fi lm centers on the idea that ev-
eryone needs to come together in order 
for things to be accomplished. 
After the showing, Dr. Kimberly 
McBride, faculty in the Department of  
Physical Education, School and Public 
Health, will be leading a discussion.
Central aids 
in the fi ght 
against AIDS
Brain games are great. 
I sing important things to 
Backstreet Boys songs to re-
member them.“ “
-MAGGIE CAETANO 
Senior, Family Studies major
Try to study as soon as pos-
sible, so you have time to di-
gest the information and low-
er your anxiety before a test.“ “
-ALEX WALKER
Senior, Political Science major
Center for Diversity and 
Social Justice visit: 
• http://www.cwu.edu/diver-
sity/node/2518
Student Wellness Center:
• http://www.cwu.edu/well-
ness
Center for Leadership and 
Community Engagement:
• http://www.cwu.edu/surc/
center-leadership-and-com-
munity-engagement. 
Ain’t no thang but a brain game 
Students and professors explain the importance of memory
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BY JOE COLUCCIO 
Staff Reporter
The holiday season is a time 
for togetherness, community, and 
yuletide cheer.  Nowhere else on 
campus, or in Ellensburg, is this 
more evident than at the Holiday 
Extravaganza put on by the Cen-
ter for Leadership and Commu-
nity En-
gagement.
O n 
Saturday, 
more than 
500 people 
are ex-
pected to 
invade the 
SURC for 
this year’s 
H o l i d a y 
E x t r av a -
g a n z a . 
The event 
takes place 
from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Central 
Market Place.
“There’s a check-in table for 
the kids to come through so we can 
count how many,” Amber Plotke, 
sophomore education major, said. 
“We usually expect around 300, 
and then we expect to have from 
100 and 200 CWU volunteers 
come through.”
The event will feature a variety 
of  different crafts, including  mak-
ing elf  hats 
and building 
gingerbread 
houses. Chil-
dren will 
also have 
the option to 
make some 
environmen-
tally friendly 
crafts, such 
as bird feed-
ers made of  
recycled toilet 
paper rolls. 
They also will 
have the op-
tion of  writing letters to the troops.
“It is very hectic and crazy, but 
it is really fun,” Krista LaComb, 
s e n i o r 
s oc i o l -
ogy ma-
jor, said. 
“It is 
c o o l 
to give 
C W U 
students 
the op-
p o r t u -
nity to 
w o r k 
with children in the community, 
because normally you do not really 
have that interaction unless you are 
an education major.”
The Center for Leadership and 
Community Engagement puts on 
the event, but invites other clubs 
on campus to volunteer.
“We have a really good team, 
too,”  LaComb said. “There is 
usually fi ve or six of  us on a team, 
and this year we are working really 
well together. [The event] is going 
to go a lot smoother than last year 
because of  how quickly we are get-
ting everything done.”
S t u d e n t s 
are encour-
aged to come 
and volunteer 
regardless of  
their club af-
fi liation.  Just 
a 10-minute 
registration at 
the Center for 
L e a d e r s h i p 
and Commu-
nity Engage-
ment offi ce in SURC 256 allows 
students to participate in the 
club’s wide array of  events for the 
rest of  the year.
“We have a lot of  opportuni-
ties for people to come get in-
volved and do something they 
are passionate about,” Mandy 
McClure, senior public rela-
tions major, said.  “The whole 
planning-your-own event thing 
is pretty cool too.  I feel like if  
people know they could come in 
and do that, they would come up 
here more.”
9SCENE  e Observer • Nov. 28 - Jan. 9, 2013
BFA MUSICAL THEATRE SHOWCASE
MILO SMITH TOWER THEATRE
Tickets may be purchased at www.cwu.edu/~theatre/tix and by 
phone at 509-963-1429. Tickets may also be purchased at the 
wildcat shop, welcome center, or one hour prior to the performance.
CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. 
For accommodation: CDS@cwu.edu.
e n s e m b l e
C E N T R A L
THEATRE
NOVEMBER 30, DECEMBER 1 AT 7:30 P.M. 
DECEMBER 2 AT 2:00 P.M.
$10 GENERAL ADMISSION 
$7 W/ CWU ID, $8 FOR SENIORS AND CHILDREN
Get extravagant for the holidays
We have a lot of opportu-
nities for people to come get 
involved and do something 
they are passionate about.“ “
-MANDY MCCLURE
Senior, Public Relations major
The whole planning-
your-own event thing is 
pretty cool too. I feel like if 
people know they could come 
in and do that, they would 
come up here more. 
“ “
-MANDY MCCLURE
Senior, Public Relations major
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T H E  S C O O P
Nov. 29
WORLD AIDS WEEK 
PRESENTS 
“WE WERE HERE”
SURC THEATER
Nov. 30
CWU THEATER ENSABLE 
“THE RED CURTAIN REVUE”
SURC BALLROOM
7:30 P.M.
Dec. 1
CWU THEATER ENSABLE 
“THE RED CURTAIN REVUE”
SURC BALLROOM
7:30 P.M.
Dec. 1
VEX ROBOTICS
  COMPETITION 
HOGUE TECHNOLOGY 
ALL DAY
Nov. 29
FREE FLU CLINIC
SURC ROOM 135
1 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE 
Nov. 29
CWU HOLIDAY DINNER
HOLMES DINING ROOM
4 P.M.
STUDENTS $12.95
Nov. 30
KVYO CONCERT
MCINTYRE 
MUSIC BUILDING
2 P.M.
Dec. 1
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA 
SURC CAFETERIA 
10 A.M.
FREE 
Flavors Of The Week
Reach for the Summit
Student thrives in school through disability
BY BEN NEWBY
Staff Reporter
Kelsie Summit, freshman math major, 
has carried a considerably heavy sched-
ule since her high school days. Between 
clubs, being a teachers assistant, attending 
classes and participating in sports like wa-
ter polo, it can be diffi cult at times to make 
room for school work. However, Summit 
makes it all happen, even with dyslexia.
Summit was diagnosed with severe 
dyslexia, a disease that runs in her family, 
when she was six years old. Early on, Sum-
mit gravitated towards math and found 
comfort in it. 
“Math stays the same,” Summit said. 
“The numbers are always constant.” 
As far as other schoolwork is con-
cerned, it has always been a little tougher, 
but manageable. 
“I have an excellent support system at 
home,” Summit said. “Family and friends 
help me with editing papers and essays.” 
When attending Lakes High School in 
Lakewood, WA, Summit used her skills in 
math as a teacher’s assistant for a fresh-
man math class. “I would grade papers 
and even teach the class sometimes,” 
Summit said. 
When Summit is not crunching num-
bers in math classes, she can be found in 
the pool with the water polo team, which 
she plays in all three seasons at Central 
including the men’s, co-ed and women’s 
teams.
Summit began water polo her junior 
year of  high school. Not being able to 
swim very well, she decided on a whim to 
give it a shot. 
“I just went for it,” Summit said. “I 
worked my butt off  and by the end of  the 
year I was starting.”
Throughout her senior year of  high 
school, Summit continued to play in nu-
merous club teams. She became captain 
and helped take her high school team for 
the fi rst time in school history to state in 
water polo. 
Summit enjoys her time here with her 
new teammates at Central. “Its like a fam-
ily,” Summit said. “We go over to each 
other’s houses and chill or watch movies.”
As if  Summit could not be any more 
multitalented, she also played soccer and 
basketball at Lakes high school and helped 
run a culinary arts program. The program 
would get together and volunteer to cater 
for local businesses in the Lakewood area. 
“I pretty much lived at high school,” 
Summit said. 
When her water polo days come to an 
end at Central, Summit hopes to become 
a math teacher, an interest sparked from 
her days of  assisting math classes in high 
school. 
See pages 3 and 5 in the news sec-
tion for more stories about students 
with disabilities. 
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WELCOME
BY Joie sullivan 
Staff Reporter
The Central Theatre Ensemble’s pro-
duction of  William Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest” kicked off  the season with flair.
“The Tempest” is the story of  Duke 
of  Milan, Prospero, and his daughter Mi-
randa. Prospero’s brother, Antonio, over-
throws him as the Duke, and sends him 
and Miranda to live on an island. There, 
Prospero becomes a great sorcerer and 
controls several different spirits, one by the 
name of  Ariel. 
Prospero discovers that Antonio, as 
well as several others, are returning to Na-
ples after a wedding in Tunis. He causes 
the ship to run aground, and separates the 
survivors of  the shipwreck using his spells. 
The play splits into three different plot 
lines. One includes Antonio, Alonso (the 
King of  Naples) and others; one includes 
Stephano, Trinculo, and Prospero’s de-
spised slave Caliban; the third includes 
Prospero, Miranda, and Ferdinand, the 
king’s son, who falls in love with Miranda. 
Eventually, all the characters are 
brought in front of  Prospero through his 
use of  the spirits of  the island and Ariel. 
His last command to Ariel required her 
to create perfect sailing weather so Ferdi-
nand and Miranda may be married. 
“The Tempest” ends with Prospero 
breaking his magic staff  and renouncing 
his powers while surrounded by the spirits 
of  the island.
The theatre ensemble performed the 
Tempest with some serious flair. Instead of  
adopting traditional medieval costumes, 
characters dressed in 1940’s era clothing, 
with the exception of  the island-dwellers.
“I loved my costume. I loved every-
one’s costume. It gave me this suaveness, 
or Italian mob boss feel,” said Henry Van 
Leishout, sophomore musical theatre ma-
jor. Leishout played the role of  Antonio. 
Stephano and Trinculo, who were 
drunks in the original play, became musi-
cians and were joined by others on stage. 
Their period music, marked by steel pails 
and washboards, filled up the theatre dur-
ing the pre-show and several times during 
the performance. 
Another highlight of  “The Tempest” 
were the spirits. Each represented a differ-
ent element and had matching costumes. 
“We came up with the concept of  what 
the spirit would look like, then we worked 
with the costume designers,” said Carly 
Hutchison, senior musical theatre major. 
Hutchison played a spirit, as well as the 
role of  a co-choreographer.
“About half  [of  the spirits] are in 
the BFA, but only three were dancers,” 
Hutchison said. “The others were movers. 
We had their movements match their ele-
ment. The fire spirit thought about what 
fire moved like, water with water, etc.” 
The spirits were definitely a highlight, 
with their brightly colored costumes and 
intricate head pieces. Ariel was a hit with 
the audience as well, and was played by 
five different actresses simultaneously.  
The actresses were able to split up the 
dialogue into different pieces, sometimes 
having each actress saying one word at a 
time to form a sentence, yet kept it so the 
audience could still understand. 
The set also added a dynamic to the 
performance with its impressive height 
and simplistic design.
Moving away from the traditional me-
dieval and renaissance styles, the perfor-
mance was  fresh and new. Add on top of  
that some top notch acting and singing, 
and the performance was outstanding.  
SHAKESPEARE  The theatre ensemble put a new twist on Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” by dressing in 1940’s era clothing instead of traditional medieval costumes. 
QUAN LAM/obSeRveR
Tempest with a twist
Regionals Quarterfinals Semifinals Semifinals Quarterfinals Regionals
  Nov. 29-Dec. 1 December 6 December 7 December 7 December 6
On Campus On Campus
*Armstrong (32-5) 1 1 *Indianapolis (27-7)
Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 5 p.m.
Belmont Abbey (26-4) 8 8 Rockhurst (28-6)
Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m.
Lincoln Memorial (21-13) 5 5 Ferris St. (23-7)
Nov. 29 - 5 p.m. Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m.
Tusculum (22-7) 4 4 Lewis (26-10)
SOUTHEAST MIDWEST
Wingate (29-2) 2 Dec. 1 - 5 p.m. Dec. 1 - 4 p.m. 2 Northwood (MI) (26-6)
Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m.
Lenoir-Rhyne (19-11) 7 7 Ashland (23-8)
Nov. 30 - 5 p.m. Nov. 30 - 5 p.m.
Newberry (18-14) 6 6 Hillsdale (15-15)
Nov. 29 - Noon Nov. 29 - Noon
Flagler (22-10) 3 3 Grand Valley St. (25-7)
Noon 5 p.m.
*Concordia-St. Paul (27-4) 1 1 *New Haven (27-1)
Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 5 p.m.
Wayne St. (NE) (22-9) 8 8 Dominican (NY) (23-7)
Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m.
Minn. Duluth (28-4) 5 5 Franklin Pierce (19-14)
Nov. 29 - 5 p.m. Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m.
Central Mo. (26-6) 4 4 NYIT (21-9)
CENTRAL EAST
Southwest Minn. St. (29-2) 2 Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. 2 Bridgeport (25-4)
Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m.
Truman (27-6) 7 7 Dowling (20-14)
Nov. 30 - 5 p.m. Nov. 30 - 5 p.m.
Washburn (31-3) 6 6 LIU Post (23-14)
Nov. 29 - Noon Nov. 29 - Noon
Neb.-Kearney (33-2) 3 3 Adelphi (24-11)
5 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
*BYU-Hawaii (21-3) 1 1 *Wheeling Jesuit (35-2)
Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m.
UC San Diego (20-10) 8 8 Fayetteville St. (28-5)
Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m.
Sonoma St. (22-8) 5 5 Lock Haven (26-10)
Nov. 29 - 5 p.m. Nov. 29 - 5 p.m.
Western Wash. (23-3) 4 4 Clarion (23-11)
WEST ATLANTIC
Grand Canyon (23-5) 2 Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. 2 Gannon (28-5)
Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m.
San Fran. St. (21-8) 7 7 Mercyhurst (25-10)
Nov. 30 - 5 p.m. Nov. 30 - 5 p.m.
Central Wash. (21-7) 6 6 Shippensburg (27-11)
Nov. 29 - Noon Nov. 29 - Noon
Cal St. San B'dino (22-8) 3 3 California PA (28-7)
2:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
*Regis (CO) (25-8) 1 1 *Tampa (27-3)
Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 7:30 p.m.
Metro St. (18-10) 8 8 Clark Atlanta (23-17)
Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m. Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m.
Adams St. (24-5) 5 5 Fla. Southern (21-11)
Nov. 29 - 5 p.m. Nov. 29 - 5 p.m.
Angelo St. (27-5) 4 4 Eckerd (21-9)
SOUTH CENTRAL SOUTH
West Tex. A&M (30-4) 2 Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. Dec. 1 - 7 p.m. 2 West Fla. (26-7)
Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - 2:30 p.m.
Ark.-Fort Smith (28-2) 7 7 Christian Bros. (20-12)
Nov. 30 - 5 p.m. Nov. 30 - 5 p.m.
Colo. Christian (23-9) 6 6 Rollins (18-14)
Nov. 29 - Noon Nov. 29 - Noon
Colorado Mines (25-6) 3 3 Palm Beach Atl. (33-3)
* Host Institution 
Note:  Order of the matches will be determined by the NCAA Division II Women's Volleyball Committee.
NCAA/11/19/12/RT:ab
Hosted by University of West Florida and Pensacola Sports Association
Final
December 8              Nov. 29-Dec. 1
Pensacola, Florida
NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
7 p.m.
Quarterfinals, Semifinals and Final
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Volleyball headed to Hawaii for NCAA Division-II Championships
BY AMBER THORP
Staff Reporter
For the fi rst time in six years, Central 
Washington University’s volleyball team will 
have the chance to compete for a national 
championship. 
The Wildcats fi nished their regular season 
strong, winning six consecutive matches and 
qualifying for the NCAA Division II volley-
ball championships held in Laie, Hawaii. The 
team is seeded sixth in the West Region and 
will face third seeded and last year’s national 
runner up, Calif. State San Bernardino (22-8).
“Our goal wasn’t to make the playoffs, but 
rather to get better every day and it has lead 
us to a seat in the playoffs,” head coach Mario 
Andaya said. “It’s a true honor to be able to 
go to the playoffs.”
This will be the fi rst playoff  appearance 
for the Wildcats since 2006. CWU advanced 
to the championships three consecutive years, 
from 2004 to 2006, and are excited to have 
fi nally returned.
“I’m not surprised that we made it to the 
playoffs but more thrilled,” said redshirt fresh-
man outside hitter Rachel Hanses. “All of  our 
preparing and hard work has paid off. It’s like 
getting a special prize at the end of  the sea-
son.”
This will be the Wildcats seventh all-time 
match versus CSU-SB, CWU having lost the 
previous six. The teams met during the Wild-
cats 2006 tournament run and were swept 
by the Coyotes. They played again in 2010 
during a non-conference tournament where 
CSU-SB swept them for a second time.
CSU-SB enters the championships after 
claiming their seventh consecutive California 
Collegiate Athletic Association title, which 
granted them an automatic berth to Hawaii. 
Andaya believes the Wildcats have more ex-
perience while the Coyotes might have more 
talent. 
“CSU-SB is in favor for this match,” An-
daya said. “But on paper they are the younger 
team. Our team has more experience playing 
together.”
64 teams will compete in the single elimi-
nation tournament, which requires fi ve victo-
ries to win the championship. The Wildcats 
will be facing their toughest competition early 
on.
“We have to be on our best game,” An-
daya said. “We’re polishing up our offence 
and defense. We’re going to prepare like we 
did all season.”  
The Wildcats are led by senior outside 
hitter Marcy Hjellum, who is the teams out-
standing scorer. Hjellum has the third most 
kills in the GNAC, with 383 on the season. Ju-
nior outside hitter Erin Smith fi nished second 
in the GNAC with .360 hitting percentage, 
and sophomore libero Kaely Kight ranked 
second with 5.08 digs per set. 
“None of  us have been to the NCAA 
[championships],” Kight said. “I’m so excited 
to see how the team does, to play in a new 
environment, and the fact that the playoffs are 
held in Hawaii is just a plus.”
JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH A 
TWEET AND A HASHTAG
#CWUVBALL
2012 NCAA Division II
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
HIGH STAKES  The Wildcats (21-7) will play in the West Region bracket at the NCAA Division II volleyball championships, which 
are single elimination. Their opening match is against the 2011 runner-up, California State San Bernardino (22-8).
    CINDY GAMBOA/OBSERVER
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Wildcats drop two games in Idaho
By jaryd cline
Staff Reporter
 While students at Central Washington 
University were relaxing and enjoying the 
break, the women’s basketball team couldn’t 
catch a break of  its own. 
Two games of  tough shooting doomed 
the Wildcats (3-2) as they lost 67-76 to Metro 
State (2-2) and 64-73 to the Academy of  Art 
University (5-1). 
Playing the first game at the Fairfield Inn 
Classic at Northwest Nazarene University, 
the Wildcats faced their toughest test of  the 
season when they played 24th-ranked Metro 
State. The Wildcats hit only 28 percent  from 
the field overall but were able to stay in the 
game by converting on 27 of  37 free throws. 
“I thought we played pretty well overall,” 
head coach Shawn Nelson said. “We knew 
going in that we were facing two tough op-
ponents. And really the difference between 
us and them right now is they just shot the 
ball better than we did.”
Taking the court on Black Friday, the 
Wildcats started out sluggish, shooting just 
3-15 from the field and trailing 8-14 before 
Central was forced to call a timeout with 
11:38 seconds left in the first half.        
Over the next four minutes, the Roadrun-
ners increased their lead to nine, but eight 
Central free throws and a three-pointer from 
junior guard Jessica VanDyke tied the game 
at 25 with three minutes to play in the half. 
VanDyke hit another three-pointer with less 
than two minutes to play, but Metro State 
took a 34-28 lead into halftime. 
The Wildcats shot just under 21 percent 
from the field in the first half  compared to 
the Roadrunners’ 50 percent, but stayed in 
the game with 12 free throws and 11 offen-
sive rebounds. 
“We have players that are tough and that 
are going to go after the offensive boards,” 
Nelson said. “The problem is that once we 
get the boards we’re having a hard time con-
verting and [we’re] not getting rewarded for 
the hard work.”
The Roadrunners opened up the second 
half  by hitting their first eight shots, including 
three three-pointers. At one point, they led 
the game 57-31. Back-to-back three-point-
ers by junior guard Daisy Burke brought the 
Wildcats to within 20, but Metro State con-
tinued its hot shooting and pushed the lead 
to 25. Back-to-back three-pointers by junior 
guard Leslie Stillar helped the Wildcats, but 
the 20-10 run Central ended the game on 
wasn’t enough to overcome Metro State. 
VanDyke finished with 15 points and 
eight rebounds, while junior guard Ally 
Schmitt finished with 17 points, eight re-
bounds and four steals. Burke finished with 
11 points, shooting 3-4 from downtown and 
two assists. 
“I thought we played well,” Schmitt said. 
“We have a lot of  growing to do as a team 
and it was a really good experience.”
The poor shooting carried over to the 
second game as the Wildcats shot just 31 
percent from the field overall and were out-
scored 39-25 by the Academy of  Art. Unlike 
the previous game, the Wildcats weren’t able 
to get to the foul line as often and only at-
tempted 20 free throws compared to the 37 
attempts during the first game.  
“Both nights we did extremely well [with]
offensive rebounding, getting to the foul 
line and knocking down three-point shots,” 
Nelson said. “We just had trouble finishing 
around the basket and that was really the 
difference between us and the two teams we 
played.”
In the first half, both teams exchanged 
the lead four times but the Wildcats were 
able to take a five-point lead into halftime 
after four free throws by Schmitt. The Wild-
cats had a 16-10 advantage in bench scoring 
thanks in large part to 13 points from Burke 
on 3-6 shooting from beyond the arc. 
The Wildcats led by seven with 15 min-
utes left on the clock, but the Urban Knights 
fought back as the lead switched sides three 
times in five minutes before AAU took the 
lead for good with 4 minutes, 42 seconds re-
maining. With the game tied at 60, the Ur-
ban Knights went on a 13-4 run to close the 
game. 
The Wildcats scored four points from the 
field during the second half, compared to the 
Urban Knights’18, and were outscored 11-1 
in second chance points. 
“I think that these two games kind of  
show where we stand,” Burke said. “Our 
team as a whole came into the game with 
a game plan but we had a few lapses in the 
second half  of  both games that made it so 
we beat ourselves.”
Schmitt had a good all-around game, 
finishing with 12 points on 1-8 shooting 
and 10-11 from the charity stripe, seven re-
bounds, seven assists, and four steals.
“Our shots weren’t really falling from the 
outside,” Schmitt said. “I just tried to get to 
the rim as much as I could and I got the fouls 
I wanted to and I shot well from the free-
throw line.”
Junior center Amber Moser finished with 
13 points and a team-high nine rebounds, 
leaving her just one rebound away from her 
third career double-double. Burke finished 
with 16 points and shot 4-7 from three-point 
range. 
“It was really hard being away from our 
families on Thanksgiving, but as a team 
we’re a whole other family,” Burke said. “I 
don’t think that it affected how we played, 
because in a way we were with our family.”
The Wildcats open up Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference play this week with two 
games on the road against Montana State 
University Billings and Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity. 
“The preseason was a really great oppor-
tunity for us to go and see some really tough 
competition and what we’re going to see in 
conference,” Schmitt said. “It gave us a lot 
of  things to work on and we’re excited to 
start conference play.”
By chace davy
Staff Reporter
 The fourth meeting between Central Was-
ington and Walla Walla University went the 
same as the previous three. The Wildcats de-
feated the Wolves in grand fashion.
The CWU men’s basketball team is off  to a 
strong start for the 2012-2013 season. The team is 
now 4-1 in non-conference play after beating the 
Wolves with a final score of 92-74 on Monday. 
CWU had a stranglehold on Walla Walla for 
the entire game, only allowing the Wolves to
 
come within one point of  the lead. The game 
became even more lopsided as time wore on.
At one point in the second half, the Wildcats 
were up by 30 points due to three free throws by 
freshman guard Joey Roppo.
It was the first home game of  Roppo’s 
CWU career and he admitted to being nervous.
“Once I got in to the game and worked the 
pre-game jitters out, it felt all right,” Roppo said. 
Roppo ended up with six points and three 
rebounds for the game.
Five Wildcats had 10 or more points and 
senior Brandon Magee ended the night with a 
double-double.
“One thing we did well is share the ball,” 
head coach Greg Sparling said.
Only one player on the Central team did not 
score any points.
The CWU offense has been on fire this pre-
season, outscoring their opponents by 43 points 
in their five games so far. The Wildcat’s one loss 
came at the hands of  Azusa Pacific in overtime.
The CWU defense, on the other hand, is 
something Sparling isn’t making any excuses for.
“It’s not acceptable,” Sparling said. “At the 
end of  the day, we started scrambling and trap-
ping, and we have to get our rotation down. De-
fensively we’ve got to clean it up.”
Magee shared Sparling’s determination to 
step up the defense.
“We can outscore any team in the country, 
I think,” Magee said. “We’ve got so many tal-
ented shooters on the team this year.”
Walla Walla was an unusual team for CWU 
to play according to Sparling, because the Wild-
cats had a lack of  film to study on the Wolves. 
Walla Walla’s play style was also something 
the Wildcats had to prepare for. 
“There’s not a team in our conference that 
plays [Walla Walla’s] kind of  basketball,” Spar-
ling said.
Not having enough film will not be a prob-
lem for CWU’s next game, which is their con-
ference opener at Saint Martin’s today.
“I think we’re in good shape,” Sparling 
said. Sparling believes the kinks will be worked 
out with a few hard practices and that the long 
break over Thanksgiving definitely played a part 
in how the team played.
Magee is confident the team will come out 
with a victory against Saint Martin’s.
“The key is going to come down to defense, 
and how bad we want to get down and grind 
and get stops,” Magee said.
Roppo feels the same way.  Momentum and 
fundamentals are the key if  the Wildcats want 
to keep winning.
“We’ve got to defend, and keep our energy, 
work on our rotations and rebounds,” Roppo 
said.
Wildcats too sweet 
for Walla Walla
Scoring
1.Bobbi Knudsen-MSUB
2.Megan Hingston-NNU
3.Nayo Ekunwe-SFU
4.Chelsie Luke-NNU
5.Britt Harris-WWU
T6.Sasha King-UAA
T6.Ally Schmitt-CWU
GNAC Leaders
Assists
1.Sasha King-UAA
2.Bobbi Knudsen-MSUB
3.Schmitt,Ally-CWU
4.Corinn Waltrip-WWU
5.Kristina Collins-SFU
6.Suzanna Ohlsen-SPU
7.Heather Adams-NNU
JOiN THE CONvErSATiON WiTH A 
TWEET ANd A HASHTAG
#CWUWBBALL
3-pt FG Made
1.Northwest Nazarene       
2.Central Washington
3.MSU Billings                    
4.Simon Fraser           
4.Western Washington          
5.Seattle Pacific                  
6.Simon Fraser              
Scoring
1.Mark McLaughlin-CWU 
2.Andy Avgi-WOU
3.Elijah Matthews-SFU
4.John Allen-WWU
5.Paul Jones-WWU
6.roger O’Neil-SMU
7.Kyle Fossman-UAA
GNAC Leaders
rebounding
1.Brandon Magee-CWU       
T1.Anto Olah-SFU 
2.rei Jensen-SMU
3.riley Stockton-SPU
4.Sergej Pucar-UAF
5.ibrahim Appiah-SFU
7.Austin Bragg-WWU
def. rebounds
1.Brandon Magee-CWU
2.riley Stockton-SPU
3.Sergej Pucar-UAFU
T4.Austin Bragg-WWU
T4.Anto Olah-SFU
T5.Michael Kurimsky-NNU
T5.rei Jensen-SMU
POWERHOUSE  Wildcats redshirt junior forward Nate Walker (11) lays in under-
neath the hoop. Central leads the GNAC in scoring, averaging 94.2 points a game.
Seth loNboRG/obSeRveR
JAZZ HANDS  Freshman forward Jas-
mine Parker looks to score earlier in the season.
Seth loNboRG/obSeRveR
JOiN THE CONvErSATiON WiTH A 
TWEET ANd A HASHTAG
#CWUWBBALL
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BY SARAH RUIZ
Staff Reporter
Central Washington University’s 
intramural rugby team will be making 
another trip to the National 7’s tour-
nament this season, which will be held 
in College Station, Texas.  
After taking home wins in three 
major tournaments, the Wildcats have 
momentum on their side for the two-
day tournament, which will be played 
Friday and Saturday.
The Wildcats finished second in 
the tournament 
last year, and the 
team is more than 
ready to make 
a deep run into 
the tournament 
again. 
The Wildcats 
dominated in the 
NCRC 7’s Quali-
fier, a test the 
Wildcats needed 
to pass in order to advance to the na-
tional tournament. The Wildcats out-
scored their final two opponents 114-
0, with the highlight of  the qualifiers 
being their crushing victory over West-
ern Washington in the finals.
 “We started off  [with a victory 
over] Oregon State, and then [won] 
every game we’ve played,” said soph-
omore Tanner Barnes. “We had to work 
around the air when we came here, but 
we’ve been getting better and better.”
Between regular practices and time in 
the gym, the team trains hard to be its 
best. 
“We really just have to work on our 
principle to play,” said sophomore Shelby 
Williams. “We’ve been going over [this] at 
practice and running our system and ac-
curacy with passes and not missing tack-
les.” 
The Wildcats will be competing against 
some of  the best 
teams in the nation 
at College Station. 
“Last year we 
took second,” 
Barnes said. “I’m 
excited to go back 
and play against a 
lot of  good teams. 
It’s just a really fun 
tournament.”
Although the team has only six games 
under its belt on this season, they are hop-
ing that their dedication is what will bring 
home the gold. 
“We’ve all worked ridiculously hard 
to get where we are,” Williams said. “It 
would be great to be able to say we are the 
best rugby team in the nation and see all 
that hard work pay off.” 
For the team, bonding with fellow 
teammates has helped make this sea-
son even more memorable. Barnes’ 
three roommates are also fellow rugby 
players, and he describes the team as a 
family who connects outside of  prac-
tice regularly. By coming together, the 
team hopes to keep its performance 
tight by being in tune with one an-
other. 
Men’s rugby advances to National 7’s
UNITY  The Wildcats (6-0) celebrate their NCRC 7’s qualifier victory after defeating 
five opponents, their last two by a combined score of 114-0.
PHOTO COURTESY OF TANNER BARNES
2012 USA RUGBY COLLEGE 7ʼS 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Day 1 schedule:
10:00 a.m.  vs.  TEXAS
  1:40 p.m.   vs. VIRGINIA
5:20 p.m. vs. KUTZTOWN
I’m excited to go back 
and play against a lot of good 
teams. It’s just a really fun 
tournament.“ “
-TANNER BARNES
Sophomore
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Staff Reporter
 Junior Guard Mark McLaughlin lingers 
at the top of  the key early in a blowout win 
over Walla Walla, probing the defense for 
any gaps. The ball whips around the perim-
eter in and out of  the hands of  point guard 
Jordan Starr and relaxes in Mark’s grasp. 
McLaughlin jukes a bit, setting up his favor-
ite move, the hesitation three-pointer. 
The ball rests in his left hand, below a 
tattoo of  his niece on his wrist. On his right 
wrist, he has inked “Faith”.
The snap of  his defenders’ ankles after 
his next move would have echoed in a emp-
tier gym. 
He sets back on his feet and plants a 
jumper. Visible on his right shoulder, his son’s 
name in black: ‘Jaylen.’ The sphere tickles 
the twine and unlocks a chorus of  “oh’s and 
ah’s” from the Catpack. It’s only fi tting that 
the same combination of  his family, faith, 
and son enable McLaughlin’s success.
He’s bounced around from team to 
team like the ball’s he uses in his pregame 
warm-up. After attending prep school in 
New Hampshire he had signed to play for 
Nevada, Baylor, Seattle University, Tacoma 
Community College and the University 
of  Washington before fi nally suiting up in 
Wildcat crimson and black. 
Some of  the moves were his choice and 
others were not, but he chalks it up to a bat-
tle with immaturity and sincerely owns up to 
his past mistakes. 
“I don’t have any excuses for what I’ve 
done in the past,” said McLaughlin.
 He hopes to shed to his reputation as 
“a player with baggage” here in Ellensburg. 
He feels like he’s found a home here, where 
his coaching staff  and teammates have wel-
comed him with open arms.
“I stay out of  trouble, it’s a small town, it’s 
a good fi t,” McLaughlin said, “the coaches 
are real good, they help me out a lot, they’re 
real supportive on and off  the court, they’re 
always there for me if  I need someone to talk 
to.”
Although he’s seen his share of  top-fl ight 
talent in the Division I ranks, McLaughlin 
mind is focused on the here and now. He 
talks about upcoming GNAC opponents 
with the same regard others would reserve 
for elite college teams like UCLA and Kan-
sas.
So after trekking all over the nation 
through perennial Division I programs, it 
may seem odd that McLaughlin found a 
new home in Ellensburg. The answer, how-
ever, is simple: Jaylen, the tattooed name on 
his shoulder. 
Just as it adorns the muscle that provides 
the power behind his textbook jump shot, 
his son is his powerful driving force that 
helps him succeed and provide for his young 
family. 
“My son, I just want to be able to provide 
for him, make something out of  basketball,” 
McLaughlin said.if  it’s coaching or playing 
overseas, my son just keeps me going.”
Playing in the NBA is McLaughlin’s 
dream, and he has two years left here to 
clean up his image and hone his game in 
hopes of  playing professionally. If  not, he 
wants to absorb everything he learns and 
use his knowledge to coach. He helps coach 
an 8th grade select team in Seattle, the same 
one that he played for when he was younger, 
Rotary Select. McLaughlin knows that he 
is a role model for the young kids that he 
coaches, something he credits with helping 
him mature.
“They really look up to me, so I’ve got to 
set an example for them that you can make 
it and hard work does pay off,” McLaugh-
lin said. “I love giving back. Those kids are 
so much fun, I’ve been with them since 6th 
grade. To see them develop, it’s fun man, it 
reminds me of  myself  when I used to play.”
Coaching can wait. For now McLaughlin 
and his fellow ‘Cats want nothing more than 
a GNAC championship.  He heaps praise on 
his teammates, crediting them all with the 
individual talent to score at will, and knows 
that the team’s defense will come together 
with an improvement in communication.
“Our team is a bunch of  jokesters, I 
don’t know why we struggle with talking,” 
McLaughlin said with a laugh.
Another tattoo that encircles his left wrist 
are the letters “F.B.A.” which stands for 
“Family before all,” a name he goes by with 
friends. Now McLaughlin has a new home 
here in Ellensburg, and although his roots 
have been transplanted a few times over, the 
Wildcat faithful are proud to call him part 
of  the family.
“Faith” and family de	 ne McLaughlin
BUCKETS  McLaughlin (1) leads the 
GNAC in scoring and averages 25 PPG.
SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

